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UK MoD to buy two Ocelots for further LPPV testing 

The UK Ministry of Defence 
has placed a contract with 
Force Protection Europe Ltd 
for the purchase of two 
Ocelot light protected patrol 
vehicles. The acquisition has 
been made to enable further 
testing in respect of the 
MoD’s Light Protected Patrol 
Vehicle programme  

David Hind, Managing Director of Force Protection Europe, said: “We are very pleased with how our own 

testing and development schedule has been progressing. Ocelot has been performing well in tests since 

the middle of last year and has demonstrated that it offers unprecedented levels of survivability and 

manoeuvrability for a vehicle of this size and weight.” 

Graeme Rumbol, Global Vehicle Product Group Director for Ricardo plc, added: “The MoD has already 

completed a number of their own tests on two of our vehicles so we’re delighted that they are now 

investing in these vehicles so that they can carry out further trials. Ocelot is building upon our existing 

long-standing relationship with the UK MoD which has most recently seen Ricardo carrying out extensive 

fleet upgrades to create the new RWMIK Plus standard of WMIK vehicle.” 
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Ocelot has the flexibility to perform a range of roles including patrol, fire support and protected logistics. 

Innovative features include role-specific pods which can be fitted quickly to the core automotive 

armoured V-shaped hull in the field. The armoured hull houses the main fuel tank, drive line, batteries 

and generator as well as the powerpack, which includes the engine, gearbox, auxiliary fuel tank and 

associated ECUs (electronic control units). The vehicle has been designed from the outset to be easily 

repaired and maintainable in the austere environment of a forward operating base. Commercial off the 

shelf (COTS) components have been used to ensure maximum availability of spares worldwide. 

Ocelot is equally suited to operations in desert, jungle, mountainous or urban environments and meets 

the needs of military and internal security forces around the world. 

The excellence of Force Protection’s survivability technologies are amply demonstrated by the 

performance of the company’s Mastiff and Ridgback Mine Resistant Ambush Protected (MRAP) 

vehicles.  The Cougar vehicles upon which they are based are recognised around the world as offering 

the highest levels of survivability.  Ricardo is a leading independent technology provider and strategic 

consultant to the world's transportation and clean energy sectors. Its highly successful defence vehicle 

engineering operations in both the UK and north America are based upon the company's thorough 

understanding of vehicle operational requirements and access to the very latest in automotive 

technology. 

Ends 
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NOTES TO EDITORS: 

The Ocelot is the result of a unique collaboration drawing together the defence vehicle skills and technology of Ricardo and 
Force Protection Europe. The combination of a skateboard design and pod chosen for this vehicle aims to give increased 
survivability against blast and mines. In the event of an attack the vehicle is able to keep moving even if it has lost a wheel as 
the rest of the automotive parts are protected. 
 
Ricardo plc: With technical centres and offices in the UK, USA, Germany, the Czech Republic, France, Italy, Russia, China, 
Japan, India and Korea, Ricardo is a leading independent technology provider and strategic consultant to the world’s 
transportation sector and clean energy industries. The company’s engineering expertise ranges from vehicle systems 
integration, controls, electronics and software development, to the latest driveline and transmission systems and gasoline, 
diesel, hybrid and fuel cell powertrain technologies, as well as wind energy and tidal power systems. Ricardo is committed to 
excellence and industry leadership in people, technology and knowledge; approximately 70 per cent of its employees are highly 
qualified multi-disciplined professional engineers and technicians. A public company, Ricardo plc posted sales of £178.8 million 
in financial year 2009 and is a constituent of the FTSE techMark 100 index – a group of innovative technology companies listed 
on the London Stock Exchange.  For more information, visit www.ricardo.com.   
    
Force Protection Europe Ltd is a wholly owned subsidiary of Force Protection Industries, Inc. (FPII) - the world's leading 
provider of survivability solutions. FPII’s Cougar MRAP vehicles (in service with the British Army as Mastiff, Ridgback and 
Wolfhound) are acknowledged globally as providing the highest levels of blast protection. FPE has been established to create a 
UK leader in the provision and sustainment of survivability solutions based on tactical wheeled vehicles, including the innovative 
new lightweight mine resistant vehicle, Ocelot.  
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